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Editor-in-chief Note




In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

With reverence we remember the martyrs of this homeland. May they dwell in the Almighty’s eternal light and
peace. This homeland continues to offer its sons and daughters from all walks of life.

| welcome the readers of this third issue of Al-Quds Journal for Academic Research - Humanities and Social Sci-
ences, which comes out with profound grief and forbearing pain over colleagues who have parted this life, or
have become wounded, imprisoned, or have become missing. The educational sector, like other sectors, has been
impacted immensely by the effects of the war on Gaza. More than twelve universities and educational institutions
have been either demolished, burned, or destroyed in one way or another. This issue comes out as researchers
and reviewers are missed, and with prayers that the Almighty deliver our people from this tribulation and that
He grant us an end to this war, and a timely recovery and reconstruction. We have the right duty to return and
re-build this country with knowledge and efforts to the best of our ability.

Sincere gratitude goes to everyone who contributed to the production of this issue. The efforts and support of
the Administration of Al-Quds University, the Academic Affairs, the Deanship of Scientific Research, the Editorial
Board, the Editorial Council, all researchers and reviewers from local, Arab, and international universities as well
as the assisting team, have been invaluable.

This issue features opening opinion articles in English, beginning with Dr. Ghada Ageel who discusses the role of
Gaza's martyrs in imposing and creating a new phase, followed by Dr. Jelang Ramadhan from the University of
Indonesia; he compares the struggle in Gaza and Palestine with the history of struggle in Indonesia. Subsequent
articles include Dr. Salah Al-Hodalieh's on the confiscation of Palestinian archaeological sites and its implications
on the owners of Khirbet Najmat el-Houdali land, located in the village of Saffa, and its surroundings as well as
on the Palestinian cultural heritage in general. Dr. Nelly Qassas and Dr. Dirar Eleyan have contributed in a liter-
ature review article on extroverted personality and the FaceBook social network platform; they discuss the role
of extroverted individuals in contributing to the development and progress in the fields of business, marketing,
sales enhancement, and promotion.

The research articles are in Arabic and cover a variety of topics. They begin with a historical and analytical article
on the book “Al-Futuwa” by lbn Al-Mi'mar Al-Baghdadi by Professor Mashhour Al-Habbazi. This is followed by
an article on ways to reopen closed shops in the old city of Jerusalem by Dr. Amneh Badran and Professor Mah-
moud Al-Ja'fari. Furthermore, Dr. Akram Rahal and Ms. Sundus Al-Ja’bari have written on the impact of the
amendments to Income Tax Law No. 5 of 2015, on economic indicators in Palestine. An article on the crime of
hacking and its impact on the electronic network under Palestinian law by Mr. Rashid Ayash is followed by an-
other discussing the technological skills of lower elementary school teachers (grades 1-4), and the extent of their
use in teaching students from the perspective of the teachers themselves by Ms. Ataa Talal Jitawi. The journal
continues to encourage contributions from researchers in future issues.

May the Almighty grant success and guidance in our work and bring better times to come. May He enable con-
tinuous production of knowledge and steadfastness in Palestine.

Editor-in-Chief
Maha Samman




Opinion Articles




Ageel, Ghada. Al-Quds Journal for Academic Research
Humanities and Social Sciences 1 (3): 04 - 09, 2024.
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Body and Body Politic in Gaza:
Testaments of a New Epoch

Ghada Ageel

His body remains detained, much like the numerous bodies of Palestinian detainees who
perished in the confines of Israeli jails and whose remains have been withheld. With-
holding bodies is but part of a systematic Israeli policy since 1967. Imprisoning bodies in
graveyards for years after their deaths—whether due to torture, assassination, illness,
or dying before completing their prison sentences—is exemplified by the cemeteries of
numbers.

Dr. Adnan Al-Bursh is more than just a casualty of Israel’s relentless onslaught against
Palestinian civilians. He is one of the hundreds of health workers and thousands of civil
society leaders who were systematically targeted since the slaughter began. Since Octo-
ber 7, 2023, 340 attacks have been launched on healthcare facilities and workers. The
healthcare sector has collapsed with only 9 hospitals partially operational, 130 ambulanc-
es destroyed, and 500 healthcare workers have become martyrs, hundreds injured, and
over 310 detained (Jadou, 2024).

The harshness of the killing of healthcare workers symbolizes the body politic of the
Palestinian steadfastness and embodies the essence of the bold vision of the Palestinian
collective, deeply rooted in the spirit of Al-Bursh. Based on recent data gathered from
news sources, social media, and websites, his story unfolds.

Before he was taken from us, Dr. Adnan Al-Bursh, 49, was a luminary in the medical
field, a distinguished surgeon, and the head of the orthopedic departments at both Shifa
Medical Complex and the Islamic University in Gaza. He worked tirelessly at Al-Shifa Hos-
pital until it became a target of Israeli attacks. In November 2023, during the first Israeli
invasion into the hospital, Dr. Al-Bursh was forced to evacuate following the orders of
the Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF). He temporarily relocated to the south, but eventually
returned to the north. According to his nephew Mohammed, Dr. Al-Bursh kept moving
from one hospital in Gaza to another, each falling victim of IOF destruction. Ultimately,
he ended up at Al-Awda Hospital in Jabalia Refugee Camp, where he continued his work
of tending to the injured and saving lives (Khaddar et.al, 2024).

During the first Israeli invasion into Al-Shifa Hospital, Mohammad told CNN Israeli sol-
diers had told the medical staff, including Dr. Al-Bursh that they could either leave the
hospital and go south, or face arrest. He followed orders and went south temporarily,
eventually returning to the north of Gaza when he felt the roads were safe, Mohammad
said.

- Dr. Ghada Ageel, Visiting Professor, University of Alberta, Canada. Email: ageel@ualberta.ca.

- Copyright 2024, all data in this article is protected and permission for use must be obtained through Al-Quds
University (www.alquds.edu).



In December 2023, the IOF invaded Jabalia Camp and arrested Dr. Al-Bursh in Al-Awda
Hospital. For over four months, he languished in captivity until he was declared de-
ceased by Israeli prison authorities at Ofer Prison on April 19th leaving behind a wife and
five young children, the youngest is three years old.

Dr. Al-Bursh’s body is representative of the Palestinian body politic, targeted by Israel,
with the intent to destroy it. In the poem “The Last Train has Stopped” Mahmoud Dar-
wish yearned to be able to free his body from his homeland. But he never achieved this
goal as for Palestinians, this is an impossible task because the wounds of the body and
the wounds of the nation are experienced as one and the same. Likewise, the resistance
to these wounds is as one - embodied in the spirit of steadfastness and sumoud (resil-
ience).

This is the spirit which, in his last post on X, Dr. Al-Bursh, encapsulates the collective Pal-
estinian narrative, affirming their enduring presence on their land and their steadfast
commitment to living with dignity. He posted a cartoon image of him wearing his scrubs
in the midst of Gaza’s destruction, with a note that reads, “We will die standing, and we
will not kneel... All that remains in the valley are its stones, and we are its stones.”

Interestingly, but unsurprisingly, many of Gaza’s civil society leaders- both those who
have perished as a shaheed (martyr) and those who continue to witness the unfolding
genocide as shahid (witness)- consistently articulate a unified sentiment akin to Dr. Al-
Bursh’s- resilience, in all its forms and shapes is the path for a free Palestine.

Heba Abu Nada, a young writer and poet from Gaza, was tragically killed by an Israeli
strike in November 2023. From the largest open-air prison in the world and amidst the
ongoing genocide, Heba courageously echoed Dr. Al-Bursh’s bold stance. In one of her
social media posts, she wrote “we in Gaza are either martyrs or witnesses. We are all
waiting for where we will end. Know that we are satisfied and steadfast; and inform the
world that we are people who have rights” (Hikayet Shahid).

The testimonies provided by Gazans about the pervasive violence inflicted on Palestinian
bodies is not new. The dialectic of lived history of genocide and the historical memory
of 1948 has never been as accurate as it is now: The Baptist Hospital massacre, Al Shifa
massacre; the flour massacre; Rafah Tent massacre - all these live on our bodies as the
massacres of Deir Yaseen, Tantura, Bureir and Beit Daras (for more details see Khalidi, All
That Remains, 1992). What is truly striking is the clear and firm response to that violence
on behalf of the collective Palestinian body.

Dr. Basel Mahdy was one of three brothers, all gynaecologists, who worked in a private
maternity hospital in the middle-class suburb of Al-Rimal in Gaza City. He was killed
alongside his brother Raed, Raed’s wife Iman, their seven adult and young children:
Samira, a dentist and soon-to-be bride; Yousef, who had just finished his master’s de-
gree; Ahmad, a medical school student; and Amer, Abderrahmane, Mohamed and Mira,
all schoolchildren. The attack also claimed the life of over a dozen of displaced people
who sought shelter in the maternity hospital, last November. Many of those displaced
were the families of women in the late stages of pregnancy excepting to give birth. They
resorted to hospital when the north was attacked, and Dr. Basel and his two other broth-
ers opened their door for them. In his final Facebook post, Dr. Basel wrote “No one will
die ahead of time. However, some die lacking the basic tenets of dignity and humanity.
This is a shame” (Ageel, 2023).



One of the most basic principles of international law is that civilian infrastructure must
be protected. This is especially the case with hospitals. As the World Health Organization
has said: “The world cannot stand silent while these hospitals, which should be safe ha-
vens, are transformed into scenes of death, devastation and despair” (World Health Or-
ganization, 2023). The deliberate nature of these attacks on hospitals can be construed
not simply as a marker of excessive violence but of genocidal intent. The intent is to
destroy both the body politic and the bodies of newborn or unborn Palestinians.

In response to this horror, Dr. Basil and his team defended their principles, humanity,
dignity even at the expense of their own lives. It was their choice, their vision and their
stance. In Arabic, the name Basel means “valiant”. Dr. Basel was a man who lived up to
his name by always standing tall in the face of oppression defending dignity and human-
ity. One of the survivors of this massacre was Dr. Yousef, the brother of Dr. Basel and Dr.
Raed. He went outside the hospital building to take a break and smoke a cigarette when
the hospital was struck. He survived to be shahid (witness) and to tell the story of the
Mahdy Hospital.

Living in occupied and besieged Gaza, held for years under blockade, and experiencing
the unfolding human eradication, Palestinian civil society leaders including the young
generation have expressed the difficulty of their lives and limited choices, a reality they
have lived long before October 7th. Despite that harsh reality, this generation remains
undeterred in their demands and resolute in their refusal to compromise their rights.
Reflecting this determination, journalist Amna Homaid, 33, a formidable feminist voice,
a poet, a mother, an activist and an author whose impact transcended the realms of jour-
nalism penned on her Facebook page just before her tragic demise:

My choices have always been a mix of bitter and astonishing experiences. Though these
current junctures are fraught with difficulty and fate hangs in the balance, | have never
been one to waver, to bend, to retreat, or to falter. Nothing will deter me from upholding
the sanctity of sacraments and carrying and delivering the message that | deeply realised
at a young age.

On April 24th Amna’s home was targeted by several missiles. She was killed alongside her
eldest son Mahdi, 11. Before her murder, the Israeli Channel 14 published Amna’s pho-
to in a clip it broadcast to incite against her and a group of Palestinian journalists who
were working at Al-Shifa Hospital documenting the crimes against humanity. The threat
against Amna did not deter her and she continued her work embodying a clear vision of
a new generation who “refuse to kneel” and prefer to die standing up, to echo Dr. Al-
Bursh’s words (Ageel, 2024).

This determination to resist by fulfilling their duties regardless of the consequences is a
constant feature of the testimonies shared by Gazan young leaders who were execut-
ed by the IOF. Dr. Hammam Alloh, 36, described as a “beacon of light” as described by
fellow doctor, Ben Thompson, from Doctors Without Borders who worked with him in
Gaza last September, exemplified this commitment and vision. Dr. Hammam, a Gazan
nephrologist and kidney specialist refused to heed Israeli directives to evacuate Al-Shifa
Hospital, continuing to care for his patients. He was killed alongside his father, brother
in-law and father-in-law in an Israeli artillery strike on his home that is not far away from
Shifa (Democracy Now, 2023).



Despite the IOF’s relentless and systematic attacks on Al-Shifa Hospital and its medical
teams, Dr. Hammam was resolute in his commitment to stay and resist the orders. Echo-
ing Dr. Al-Bursh sentiments “we are the stones of the valley,” he remained at Al-Shifa
Hospital to serve his patients and treat the wounded. Responding to Amy Goodman'’s
guestion on Democracy Now, “Why don’t you go with your family south”? Dr. Hamam
answered: “If | go, who treats my patients, you think | went to medical school for 14
years so | can only think about my life not my patients? | am asking you Mam do you
think this is the reason | went to medical school to think about my life? This is not the
reason | become a doctor” (Democracy Now, 2023).

Dr. Hammam will be forever a name ingrained in my memory and in my heart. On the
morning of Sunday, November 12th, | received a plea, an SOS, from a friend of mine
seeking my help in connecting them to any institutions in Gaza (as the Red Cross was
unable to reach them) to evacuate Dr. Hammam to the hospital after an attack. Sadly,
despite all my attempts, | could not reach anybody (Ageel, 2023). Dr. Hammam was left
bleeding before his two children aged 5 and 4 years while his wife desperately phoned
everyone she could think of. He succumbed to his fate becoming a shaheed (martyr) and
a shahid (witness) who was able to tell the world a fraction of what the Palestinian body
has endured. The full story however is yet to be told.

Before he was killed together with his two colleagues, also physicians, in the bombard-
ment of Al-Awda Hospital, Dr. Mahamoud Abu Njila wrote on his Facebook: “We did
everything we could. He who will stay until the end will tell the story.” Telling the Pal-
estinian story, the true and full version of it, is part of these leaders’ (both shaheed and
shahid) strategies for a free Palestine. Dr. Mahmoud’s vision to keep the Palestinian story
alive was also to be found in Rifaat al-Araeer’s words and work, a professor of English
literature, writer and poet. Rifaat, 44, lived all his life in his neighborhood Shuja‘iya in
Northern Gaza, which he described as “the epitome of resurrection that refuses to kneel
to Israel’s barbarity.” However, in early December he was forced to leave home and seek
shelter in his sister's home in Al-Daraj neighborhood. On December the 7th, the home
was targeted and Rifaat was killed alongside his brother Salah, his nephew Mohammed,
his sister Asmaa and her three children: Alaa, Mohammed and Yehya. His final poem
reads:

If | must die,

you must live

to tell my story

to sell my things

to buy a piece of cloth

and some strings

(make it a white kite with a long tail),
so that a child, somewhere in Gaza,
while looking heaven in the eye
awaiting his dad, who left in a blaze -
and bid no one farewell

not even to his flesh

not even to himself -




sees the kite, my kite you made, flying up above
and thinks for a moment an angel is there
bringing back love.

If | must die

let it bring hope,

let it be a story.

In their words and actions, Gaza's representative of the Palestinians’ body politic—com-
prising of scientists, doctors, professors, writers, activists, and journalists—are united
in their unwavering pursuit of freedom through steadfastness and resilience. Despite
the pervasive genocidal violence inflicted on their bodies, they resisted until their last
breath, serving as diagnosticians of political ills, bearing witness to pain and anguish that
transcend generations, and courageously confronting and seeking to transform these
injustices. They imparted a vision that lays the groundwork for a new epoch. Though
their voices have been silenced, their words and epics continue to resonate through the
corridors and skies of Gaza and beyond, challenging oppressive systems and offering a
collective vision for liberation. They stand as a testament to the indomitable spirit of
Gaza, a compass guiding the Palestinian struggle for freedom.

Palestinians “will die standing,” and “will not kneel”.... “All that remains in the valley
are its stones.” Rest in power Dr. Al-Bursh.
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The Unbent Support for Palestinian Cause:
Historical Reflection of Indonesian General
Offensive upon the Palestinian Agsa Flood

Jelang Ramadhan

“As long as Palestine’s national independence is not given to Palestinians, and for that long Indonesian
stands opposing Israeli Colonization.” President of the Republic of Indonesia, Soekarno 1962.

Abstract

The destinies of Indonesians and Palestinians are entangled in part due to Western colonialism. When Pal-
estinians saw their distant brothers declaring independence after a long occupation in 1945, Indonesians
witnessed a modern occupation in the form of illegal settlements and unjust killings carried out by Israelis
against Palestinians since 1948. Humanity became once again at stake with the Agsa Flood Operation of
2023, as Western countries, particularly the US and its ally Israel, deliberately framed the operation to
acknowledge its success, turning the tide in favor of the Palestinians. The article aims to reflect on the suc-
cess of the Indonesian General Offensive in March 1949, which culminated in Indonesia’s liberation from
Western re-occupation in 1950, and its strong connection to the Agsa Flood Operation in October 2023.
If the operation could be managed well by utilizing hard and soft power thoroughly, sporadically, and
massively, Palestinian independence is forseeable. The historical analysis and reflection were done utilizing
qualitative research within literature and media studies. This article concludes that the wave of support for
Palestine has sparked the international society’s concern as the Israeli genocidal actions become blatant.
The cohesion of people and authority in Palestine will be the key to reaching full-fledged freedom, free
from the Israeli occupation by defeating them at the diplomatic table as Indonesians did 75 years ago.

Keywords: General Offensive, Agsa Flood, Palestinian Independence, Colonialism.
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Introduction

Friday 10:00AM August 17th, 1945, in Jakarta , Soekarno and Mohammad Hatta were
declaring the independence proclamation of the Republic of Indonesia amidst thepower
vacuum after the US atomic bombings on Japan on the 6th and 9th, and the subsequent
surrender of Japan to the USA on August 15th, 1945 (Poesponegoro and Notosusanto,
2019, p.99).

It was a decent and modest declaration, but a blissful and joyful moment for Indonesian
afterwards, especially since the proclamation occurred during the holy month of Ramad-
han when the Muslim majority of the archipelago was fasting. The proclamation took
place in Pegangsaan Timur 56, Menteng, Central Jakarta, with a flag ceremony as Sang
Saka Merah Putih (The Sacred Red White) was raised. It had been sewn a year prior by
Fatmawati (Soekarno’s wife) and the spirit of independence rapidly resonated through-
out the archipelago via radio announcement (Poesponegoro and Notosusanto, 2019,
p. 99). When the first presidential cabinet was formed on September 2nd, it was led by
President Soekarno, Vice President Mohammad Hatta and Achmad Soebardjo who was
chosen as the first Foreign Affairs Minister. He was to strive for international recognition
for Indonesia (Maeswara, 2010, pp. 1-18).

It was not so long after, Palestinians faced the catastrophe (Nakba) when almost a mil-
lion had to flee the country as a result of atrocities committed by Israeli colonization
helped by the Western powers, especially the English. This event was unprecedented in
modern history and the conflict has lasted for so long. Hence, Palestinian independence
was stolen by the great gradual migration made by Jews who came from Central Europe.
Radicalized by the thought of the “promised land”, Zionists assumed power after the
English returned the mandate to the UN, which took part in letting the Israeli state rise
over another people’s independence in the mid 20th century.

Although, at the beginning of the 20th century, the liberal democratic order based on a
laissez-faire economic system advanced unchallenged, developments turned the charac-
ter of the ideological conflict which was so influential between 1917 and 1956, into the
bipolar world order (Barraclough, 1967, p. 227). This impacted most industrialized coun-
tries including Japan which sought more resources to advance its industrialization to the
next level, competing with European countries. Yet, the colonized nations seemed lack-
ing in progress into industrialization era. Development was only experienced by those
who resided in the urban setting and next to its European rulers. The poor living condi-
tions and the feeling of being under occupation ignited social agitation. The research
aims to show that the injustice and the military operation could turn the tide in favor of
the Palestinians like what happened to the Indonesians 75 years ago. Even though the In-
donesian military was not on the same level as the Dutch and the English, the Republican
government led by President Soekarno and Vice President Mohammad Hatta won the
battles by getting international recognition, sustaining domestic authority, and uniting
Indonesian states into the Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia (NKRI).

Indonesia is known as one of the majority-Muslim countries that was uncompromising
towards colonialismincluding the very existence of Israel which was projected and plant-
ed by Western countries to perpetuate colonial interests. Before Israel even existed,
the Palestinian struggle had caught Indonesian attention in 1945, as it was reported in
Kedaulatan Rakjat on October 13th (Figure 1). The news reported about 200 Jews who
had entered Palestinian territory illegally through Mount Carmel near Haifa.



They were caught on October 10th, and then escaped by killing the police. It was report-
ed that they had come to Palestine from Central Europe without official permits. The
exodus of Jews was facilitated by European countries which had colonized the Middle
East under the guise of protectorates.

The colonized society was divided into two different groups. One was a single entity
with different perspectives on nationalism which emerged as a national movement that
was actually a response to discriminatory colonial policy, and which strove for self-de-
termination and independence against the powers that sought to prolong the colonial
exploitation (Kartodirdjo, 1975, pp. 301-302). Others were in favor of the Kingdom of
the Netherlands’ jurisdiction. As the opposition fought for full freedom and authority,
the social agitation to pursue independence became more radicalized later influencing
the resistance movements across the archipelago, particularly after the proclamation.

Figure 1: Daily Kedaulatan Rakjat reported incident
of illegal trespassing by Jews (source: Private).

As the Japanese were losing more and more of its conquered territories in July 1945,
Japan could not think of victory. Indonesia did, and its aim was to establish an inde-
pendent state to prevent the restoration of the rule by the former colonizers. On August
7th, a day after the first horrible atomic bombing on Hiroshima by the USA, which killed
approximately 78,000 lives, the membership of a new Panitia Persiapan Kemerdekaan In-
donesia (PPKI) (the Prepatory Committee for Indonesian Independence) was announced.
A few days later the second atomi bomb was dropped on Nagasaki.



In the following days, Soekarno, Hatta and Radjiman met Japanese Field Marshal Hisaic-
hi Terauchi in Dalat, where they were given a promise on August 11th to gain indepen-
dence for the whole of the former Dutch East Indies; the Field Marshal refused the inclu-
sion of British Malaya’s territory. A day after Soekarno and his colleagues had returned
to Jakarta, Japan announced its unconditional surrender on August 15th, to the Allied
forces leaving Indonesia in a political hiatus. Many parties wanted to see a quick transfer
of power which drove the proclamation on Friday, August 17th, 1945 ( Ramadhan 9th,
1364 AH), and pushed Indonesia to adopt a new identity as a free nation. There were
consequences that followed in the struggle to keep the independence from reconquest
by the Allied forces who attempted to annihilate the freedom of an independent nation.

It was a bitter struggle not only for independence but to also earn recognition from the
international community . Fortunately, a year prior to the independence, the Grand Muf-
ti of Palestine, Sheikh Muhammad Amin Al-Husaini, had announced his open support for
the Indonesian cause on September 6th, 1944, through a radio channel. Soon after, the
streets in Palestine were packed with Palestinian solidarity and support for Indonesians.
In a time of need, the moral support from the Palestinian Renowned Religious Cleric
and Arab Ulamas as well as Egyptian recognition of Indonesian independence in 1947,
opened the path for more recognition by Arab countries and the world (Hassan, 1980).

Perseverance Trumps Power Superiority: A Reflection from the General Offen-
sive of March 1st, 1949.

The Dutch’s second military aggression to finish off the Republic of Indonesia was ini-
tially successful but shortlived as it occupied Yogyakarta capturing virtually a whole
Indonesian leadership for exile to various locations in the archipelago. Fortunately, as
traditional rulers Sultan Hamengku Buwana IX and Prince Paku Alam VIII remained in
their palaces believing to be the only capable administrators for their own people. The
Dutch military operation occurred after Prime Minister Hatta had been conducting talks
with the United Nations Committee for Indonesia (UNCI) in Kaliurang. The operation
was a great slap in the face of peace arbitrators. The Dutch lost face amidst an outraged
world opinion, and failed to achieve a fait accompli. The guerrilla fighters had become
increasingly active, targeting Yogyakarta to retake the capital from the Dutch.

On February 18th, 1949, somewhere around Sumbing Mountain, under the command
of Grand General Soedirman, Lieutenant-Colonel Walter Hutagalung presented his idea
in front of the highest military and civilian command. Military Governor Colonel Bam-
bang Soegeng, Lieutenant-Colonel Sarbini Mintohardjo, and Civilian Governor K. R. M.
T. Wongsonegoro, Bupati (district head) of Banjarnegara and Sangidi were among the
participants. To counter the Dutch military aggression, simultaneous attacks in the Di-
vision lll area (Central Java) should take place to utilize the full potential of the military
and civilians under the Military Governor while also announcing these attacks to the in-
ternational community. The wehrkreise I, I, and Ill were involved in reoccupying Yogya-
karta, which was the top target of the General Offensive, to deter the Dutch army. The
Dutch declared the termination of the existence of the Republic of Indonesia including
its government and military. This was why the strategy to revive the Tentara Nasional
Indonesia (TNI) (Indonesian National Army) presence in front of foreign journalists, mili-
tary analysts and UNCI delegates in Yogyakarta was of utmost importance (Hutagalung,
2018, pp. 130-131).



Meanwhile, Sjafruddin Prawiranegara along with T. M. Hassan, the Head of Commission-
er of Central Government for Sumatra,and Colonel Hidayat, the Supreme Commander for
Military and Sumatra Territory, agreed to form the Pemerintah Darurat Republik Indone-
sia (the Emergency Government of the Republic of Indonesia) on December 22nd, 1948.
They were continuously relocating the operational office to avoid the Dutch army and
maintaining communication through radiograms with national figures in Java through
the end of January 1949. The Emergency Government acquired support from TNI, but
could not reach the national leaders in exile in Bangka Island. After seven months of
leading the revolutionary struggle and maintaining the existence of Republic of Indone-
sia (RI), Acting President Sjafruddin Prawiranegara returned the presidential mandate to
President Soekarno on July 13th, 1949.

The meeting in Sumbing Mountain was pivotal for consolidating the surprise attack on
Yogyakarta and to maintain the chain of command amongst the guerilla leaders. Colonel
T. B. Simatupang was ordered to coordinate the spread of news overseas through radio
transmitters in Playen and Wiladek. He started his journey on February 25th, throughout
Central and Eastern Java talking about an upcoming General Offensive to Yogyakarta.
The Brigade IX under Lieutenant-Colonel Achmad Yani was commanded to obstruct the
Dutch troop reinforcement to Yogyakarta. The central role put to Lieutenant-Colonel
Soeharto from Colonel Soegeng, was to execute the plan on March 1st, at 6:00AM. TNI
managed to recruit young talents who could speak French, English, and Dutch to do
military cosplay in front of foreign delegates in Yogyakarta to explain the truth of the
events and to make known to the international community of the existence of the Re-
public of Indonesia (Hutagalung, 2018, pp. 135-138).

Lieutenant-Colonel Soeharto and his troops struck a psychological blow by infiltrating,
attacking, and holding Yogyakarta for six hours from the Dutch. Since the end of Feb-
ruary, the wehrkreise had already been on the move and had infiltrated Yogyakarta
and several surrounding cities Surakarta, Semarang, and Magelang to prevent the Dutch
from sending reinforcements. According to Dutch resources in Major General A. H. Na-
sution’s book, the ambush of the Dutch guard posts outside Yogyakarta happened at
dawn around 4; later in the morning at 6 and the Indonesian troops managed to enter
the city. Simultaneously, officers who were in charge of the radio station disseminated
the news about the General Offensive on Tuesday, March 1st, with the text in English
already prepared and distributed by Colonel Simatupang. This information managed
to get through the Dutch information blockade (Hutagalung, 2018, pp. 139-147). More
than 2,000 Indonesian guerillas were involved in the attack. Although the Dutch were
able to stop the attack around 11 early noon, the TNI succeeded in confirming the exis-
tence of the Republic of Indonesia by displaying the ability to uphold its the sovereignty
toward international community. An Indonesian delegate, A. A. Maramis in New Delhi,
India was so excited to hear the news transmitted from Myanmar; Islam Salim, an Indo-
nesian representative for UN heard about the attack from Singapore. There were more
than 350 casualties from the Indonesian military and police as well as uncounted civilians
killed; an estimated 200 Dutch troops were killed or injured in the same month (Hutag-
alung, 2018, pp. 139-147).

Sultan Hamengku Buwana IX played a strategic role in this attack. In the early afternoon
he heard of Dutch reinforcements coming from Magelang, and he suggested to Soe-
harto to withdraw his forces. On March 2nd, Dutch officials led by General Meijer had a
stormy meeting with the Sultan accusing him of cooperating with the attackers.



The Sultan then announced his abdication because of the Dutch provocations and threat-
ened the Dutch that if they were to ransack the Keraton like Kepatihan before, it would
be only over his dead body. The General Offensive was deemed a success due to multi-
ple effects that changed the course of history, convinced the international community,
strengthened the bargaining position of Indonesia in diplomacy, and changed the opin-
ions and partiality of even members of the Bijeenkomst voor Federal Overleg (BFO),
(the Meeting for Federal Consultation). The military initiative from the TNI pushed the
international community to realize that the prolonged conflict between the Dutch and
Indonesia could trigger an escalation and a domino effect in the region. So, the return
to the diplomatic table was of utmost importance to prevent such a regional escalation.

What Palestinians did on October 7th, 2023, is almost what Indonesians had done on
March 1st, 1949. Although the colonial power is considerably superior in terms of the
defense system and weaponry, the spirit of independence and perseverance shall show
the path to victory. It was proven during the Indonesian revolution that both diplomats
and fighters played an important balance in winning multi-fronts against the Dutch. As
the Palestinian cause has swept across the international community, raising its concern
and creating pressure which has mounted over Israelis particulary as South Africa has
filed a case in the International Court of Justice (ICJ) accusing it of commiting genocide.
Moreover, the International Criminal Court (ICC) prosecutors have applied for arrest war-
rants against supreme Israeli and Hamas leaders for alleged war crimes. The moment and
opportunity must be used carefully to earn a fully independent status.

The Asia-Africa Conference in 1955 and the Non-Aligned Movement

Colonialism has shaped the Asian-African experiences as the West provided the motive
for Asian and African peoples to oppose European domination and European ideas of
modernization and other concepts. The Asians and Africans have managed to utilize in
their own ways, European ideas of self-determination, nationalism, and democracy to
raise themselves from subjugation to independence (Barraclough 1967, pp. 194-195).
The nations then came together, met, and discussed their own fates amidst the global
conference in Bandung between April 18th and 24th, 1955. Indonesia succeeded in host-
ing this grand event in the first decade of its national independence boosting its political
influence in world politics as a new emerging force.

John Hobson argued that the modern era of world politics emerged with the birth of the
sovereign state that was exported across the globe by colonial powers to make a ‘glo-
balized’ system or so-called inter-state system based on the Westphalian system (Hob-
son, 2007, p. 297). Colonialism has also removed vast populations from the international
community, negated equality, and prevented people from true freedoms (Pasha, 2013,
pp. 144-165). In Southeast Asia, people were displaced from their origins and exiled
to strange places which claimed to be part of the modernity process introduced by the
Western colonialists. An example is Suriname’s population, a country in South America
where 14 percent of its citizens originate from Java Island in Indonesia. They were ex-
ploited for slavery during colonialism.

Southeast Asia has been a unique and crucially strategic region. No power challenged
the claims of another until the Cold War tension rose. This is strongly related to decolo-
nization in the region where rapid change and transformation have continued to prog-
ress (Devetak, et al. 2007, p. 214).



The subsequent emergence of newly-born nation-states and the rise of the Cold War
exhibit the hesitation of new countries to be subordinate. These countries would rather
be alone, or have a different path from the majority, than suffer once again under im-
perialism or neo-colonialism. The then called Third World Countries of the past (today
the Global South) were previously excluded from, and underestimated by, Eurocentrism.
For Westerners, the end of Wold War Il (WWII) was the beginning of the Cold War. For
Asians and Africans, it was the begining of the era of flourishing independence and de-
colonization. The Asia Africa Conference (AAC) in Bandung in 1955, brought the former
colonized countries and peoples together promoting a third way which counted in glob-
al politics in contrast with the the bi-polarized world.

The “Third World” has been depicted as the modern ‘outside’, or peripheral to, Inter-
national Relations’ (IR) Spatio-temporal gaze, because IR has remained Euro-American
centric drawing from colonialism and restructuring the international community during
decolonization. While non-Western history is greatly silenced, the AAC scarcely contests
the triumphant narratives of Western civilization. Yet, the AAC was a defining moment
in the international history of the 20th century for its contribution in laying the foun-
dations of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) to IR. Initially, the AAC represented 29
independent and newly independent Asian and African states as if sending the message
to the international community that there exists “Third World” Solidarity in the midst of
the rivalry between two superpowers (Pasha, 2013, p. 148).

According to Chowdhry and Nair, post-colonial theory offers a distinct vantage point
from conventional IR and criticizes the Eurocentric worldview that imperialism consti-
tutes a critical historical juncture (Chowdhry and Nair, 2004, pp. 2-32). The theory likewise
focuses on the importance of colonizing practices, counter-narratives, and the struggle
of newly independent states during the decolonization era. Most post-colonial scholars
focus on exposing the oppressions and on- changing the view towards colonizing and
imperialist practices of Europe and USA (First World Countries), which constitutes a form
of resistance. The AAC also reflects a distinct vantage point from the Western approach
in managing IR, as it resulted in the subsequent Non-Aligned Movement with countries
quite aware of the global threat during the Cold War.

President Soekarno proposed the idea to establish New Emerging Forces from the then
called Third World Countries which evolved into the Non-Aligned Movement. Indonesia
sought a way to reduce the tension by inviting American President Dwight D. Eisenhow-
er and Soviet President Kliment S. Voroshilov to have a constructive dialogue amidst
the rising tension of the Cold War. Unfortunately, only the USSR President Voroshilov
answered the invitation by having an official visit to Indonesia in 1957, whilst President
Eisenhower never came to Indonesia. US media propagated that Indonesian communists
were planning to take over power in Jakarta.

Nonetheless, in the post-colonial era, newly independent states in the “Third World”
necessarily formed alliances to maintain their security and to perpetuate the decoloni-
zation because they were still disadvantaged in resources in the post-WWII era (Demir,
2008, pp. 1-15). Above all, the 29 participants — whether they were already nation-states
or nations-in-waiting who fought for their freedom- resided in Asia or Africa. Most of
them were still fighting the colonial influence that was trying to regain control of the
state or preventing the nations from becoming fully independent. In 1992, Indonesia as
the host, invited the Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat to speak for the Palestinian cause
and to gather a wave of support from the conference participants.



Israel was labeled as a manifestation of neo-colonialism, planted by Western hegemony.
President Soekarno used the AAC to mobilize support not only for Indonesia and “Third
World"” countries but ultimately for Palestinian independence.

The first large-scale intercontinental conference of Asian and African peoples was con-
sidered by the First and Second World countries as a newly emerging force that needed
to be counted in the global political constellation. The Bandung Ten Principles (Dasas-
ila Bandung), which was the result of the AAC, urged a normative basis as the echo of
the United Nations Charter and opened a new path for “Third World"” countries out of
mounting tensions between the USA or USSR that could lead to civil war. The Bandung
Ten Principles propogated non-alignment and rejected the Euro-American standard of
civilization.

Conclusion

The experience of being colonized, has made Indonesia quite tough in opposing all
forms of colonialism and imperialism. The preparation for the Asian-African Conference
in 1953 showed that Indonesia and Pakistan adamantly refused the participation of Isra-
el, as it was deemed to be a Western colonial project in the Middle East. In the opening
speech of the AAC in Bandung where Palestinian representatives were present, President
Soekarno stated, “Colonialism is not yet dead, only changing form. Neo-colonialism ex-
ists in every corner of the world, like Vietnam, Palestine, Aljazair, and so on” (Mukhti,
July, 2014).

The event of the General Offensive on March 1st, 1949, created momentum for Indonesia
to take back the independence, which was almost stolen, by utilizing the opportunity
to struggle through the diplomatic table while continuing the guerilla war. Even though
the military power of the Republic of Indonesia faced the Western power, which was out
of its league, the international community’s support from the grassroots level to the elite
level turned the tide in international relations. The ultimate power to success in the In-
donesian independence lay in the strategy to utilize soft and hard power simultaneously;
this Palestinians might be able to apply after October 7th, 2023. The wave of support for
Palestine has spread all over the world, the cohesion of people and authority in Palestine
will be the key to reaching full-fledged freedom - free from the Israeli occupation by de-
feating them in international relations.

The AAC and NAM are actually the medium for Palestine to generate and consolidate
support from countries that have experienced colonization by Western powers. All the
tools that could help to reach independence must be utilized. The four elements of for-
eign policy which are diplomacy, war, humanitarian aid, and gaining world opion have
to take turns, as has been untilized by the Indonesian government to succeed in its inde-
pendence and to defend it afterward. Perseverance and agility are the keys to exercising
those powers.

Finally, Indonesia continues to consistently defend the Palestinian cause in the inter-
national forum through foreign policy in the form of diplomacy and foreign aid while
remaining unwavering in its stance against Israeli colonialism. Each of the Indonesian
presidents have implemented the Bebas-Aktif foreign policy doctrine consistently by sup-
porting Palestine and other countries affected by colonialism or neo-colonialism. This
could be attributed to the influence of Indonesia’s past experience. The colonial legacy
of divide et impera is still played by the hegemons to disintegrate rising countries like
Indonesia and Palestine. This must be faced in modern and post-modern days.
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Appropriation and Expropriation of Palestinian
Archeological Sites in the Name of Urban Development:
Khirbet Najmat el-Houdali as a Case Study

Salah Al-Houdalieh

Abstract

The expropriation of Palestinian archaeological sites presents a complex issue that
carries significant cultural, historical, economic, and political implications. This study
investigates the methodical procedure involved in the confiscation of the Palestinian
archaeological site known as Khirbet Najmat el-Houdali, located in Saffa village. The
research explores the resulting impact on the loss of cultural heritage and the broader
political consequences within the Israeli-Palestinian framework. Through an analysis
of scholarly literature, reports, and site visits, this study sheds light on the systematic
expropriation of Kh. Najmat el-Houdali and its subsequent effects on the inhabitants of
Saffa. Furthermore, the study examines the utilization of a newly confiscated Palestinian
archaeological site as a mechanism for asserting dominance over historical narratives.
This examination specifically focuses on the destruction, modification, and exploitation
of land and cultural heritage.

Keywords: Palestinian cultural heritage, Saffa village, Khirbet Najmat el-Houdali, Palestinian-Israeli
conflict.
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Introduction

Hundreds of thousands of dunams of Palestinian land, including archaeological sites and
features, have been appropriated for the establishment of settlements, industrial zones,
roads, farms, tourist attractions, and various other structures. To ensure the security of
Israeli settlements, the Israeli military sets up checkpoints, imposes restrictions on Pales-
tinian travel, limits or denies Palestinian access to their own lands, and maintains a sub-
stantial presence of personnel on the ground (Yesh Din, 2021).

In July 2016, the Israeli occupation authorities articulated their intention to seize a vast
area from Saffa village. This plan was subsequently put into action to create a new indus-
trial zone within the designated area, named the «Maccabim Industrial Zone.» A more
comprehensive analysis of this plan reveals that Israel had already designated this specific
area as «State land.» Consequently, Israel intends to leverage this classification to trans-
form the region into a hub for industrial activities, ultimately to be governed and oper-
ated by the adjacent Modiin lllit settlement bloc (ARIJ, 2017). By early June 2023, heavy
machinery had commenced the bulldozing of the area, despite protests from the land-
owners (Jamal Falana, the president of Saffa village council, personal communication).

It is estimated that there are over 900 archaeological sites and features located within
illegal Jewish settlements in the West Bank. Additionally, roughly 3,500 sites and fea-
tures have been confiscated and annexed by Israel as a result of the construction of the
apartheid wall; among these approximately 500 are considered key archaeological sites,
which hold great significance as integral components of the Palestinian cultural heritage
(Taha, 2015). Moreover, there is an anticipation that around 2,450 sites and numerous
historic and archaeological features situated in the West Bank will be incorporated (Eich-
er, 2023). The Israeli actions targeting Palestinian archaeological sites and features are
in clear violation of several international conventions and regulations. These include the
Hague Convention and regulations of 1907, the fourth Geneva Convention of 1949, the
Hague Convention and Protocol of 1954, the UNESCO Convention of 1970, the World
Heritage Convention of 1972, as well as various other regulations and recommendations
pertaining to the preservation and protection of cultural heritage in occupied territories
(Taha, 2010, P.17; Rjoob, 2010).

In May 2023, the Israeli government has designated NIS 32 million ($8.6 million) for the
purpose of «safeguarding and developing» the archaeological site of Sebastia, situated
north of Nablus. Subsequently, on July 17th 2023, the same government has granted an
additional sum of NIS 120 million ($32.4 million) to facilitate excavation, conservation,
preservation, development, and the prevention of antiquities looting at archaeological
sites in the West Bank, primarily in Area C (Arad and Ezrahi, 2023). The initial phase of
this plan centers around a selection of four to seven sites, while maintaining awareness
of the numerous heritage sites that have been designated as «Jewish» heritage by Israeli
politicians (Lynfield, 2023).




Saffa village is a crime scene for the third time in its contemporary history

Saffa Village is positioned 22km northwest of Jerusalem and 16km west of Ramallah
(Fig.1). Its original lands cover an area of approximately 14,000 dunums (with each du-
num equivalent to 1,000 square meters). Within this expanse, about 1,000 dunums were
confiscated by the Israelis during the Nakba of 1948. Furthermore, the construction of
the Israeli Apartheid Wall in 2005 along the western geographical boundaries of the
Saffa lands led to the expropriation of an additional 4,300 dunums (Al-Houdalieh, 2010,
p.174).
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Figure 1: A map of Palestine locating Saffa and Khirbet Najmat
el-Houdali.




In early June 2023, for the third time amidst the ongoing Israeli occupation, the Israeli
occupation authority confiscated an additional 350 dunums of Saffa’s land, citing the
establishment of an industrial zone as the reason. Subsequently, heavy machinery was
deployed to bulldoze the newly seized land, facilitating the creation of stable founda-
tions for new structures and the necessary infrastructure (Mada News, 2013). This specific
area lies eastward of the apartheid wall and the Green Line, which is internationally rec-
ognized as the boundary between the Palestinian Territories and Israel. It is positioned
between the villages of Saffa and Beit Sira, falling within Area C and entirely owned by
families residing in Saffa. Notably, the area encompasses a significant archaeological site
(Al-Houdalieh, 2006: Fig. 2).

Over the three previously mentioned phases of confiscating lands from Saffa village ter-
ritory, the community of Saffa in particular and Palestinians in general, have already lost
eleven archaeological sites, which are as follows: Kh. EI-Ku’'ma: Roman and Byzantine
period; Kh. Badd Isa: Middle Bronze Age, Iron Age, Hellenistic, Roman and Byzantine
period; Kh. Um eth-Thinein: Roman, Byzantine, and Early Islamic period; Kh. Kureikur:
Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine, Ayyubid, and Early Ottoman period; Kh. Kreesina: Ro-
man, Byzantine, and Early Islamic period; Kh. ed-Daliya: Roman, Byzantine, Early Islamic,
and Ayyubid period; Kh. Kafr Lut: Persian, Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine, Early Islamic,
Crusader, and Late Islamic period; part of Kh. Huriya: Roman, Byzantine, Early Islamic,
Ayyubid-Mamluk, and Early Ottoman period; Kh. Fa’'ush: Roman and Byzantine period;
Kh. Najmat el-Houdali and Kh. Baten Hassan: Persian, Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine, and
Early Islamic period (Al-Houdalieh, 2006, p.102).

Khirbet Najmat el-Houdali is the most recent but never-ending appropriation

The local inhabitants of Saffa refer to this region as Khalit e-Khleif, ed-Dawaweer, E>rak
Dabour, Baten Hassan/ Kh. Ibn <Awad, and Najmat el-Houdali. The archaeological site,
previously labeled by Finkelstein and Liderman as Khirbet Najmat el-Hadali (Finkelstein
and Lederman, 1997), covers the summits and slopes of two hills at an elevation of 320m.
From this particular vantage point, there is a commanding view that encompasses a
broad expanse of places in all directions. The ancient settlement (referred here as Najmat
el-Houdali) has been determined to cover a total area of approximately 25,000 square
meters (personal site visit, August 16th 2023); however, the best-preserved part of the
ancient settlement constitutes an area of 4,000 square meters, located at the south-
western end of the larger site. Khirbet Najmat el-Houdali was inhabited during the
Persian, Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine (Finkelstein and Lederman 1997, p.144), and Early
Islamic periods (Batz, 2002, p.57-59), and was later used as agricultural land throughout
the Ottoman-Turkish period and down to modern times (Safiya Nasser, 73 years old,
personal communication).

The ruins of the site are scattered on both sides of the Roman road connecting the coastal
plain with Jerusalem. In close proximity to the west of this Khirbet lei three archaeological
sites: Kh. Huriya, Kh. Kafr Lut, and Farush. This Khirbet was first excavated in 1998 by
personnel of the Israeli Staff Officers for Archaeology at five distinct areas, resulting in
the discovery of many significant features such as: a limekiln, remnants of structures
from the Roman era, caves,




cisterns, wine presses, and a section of the Roman road (Batz, 2002, p.57). An impres-
sive stretch of the Roman road in this area, extending in an east-west direction, can be
traced for approximately 2 kilometers. On average, the combined width of the road and
its margin walls measures 6.8m. The margin walls consist of two courses, each measuring
1m in width, constructed with huge and medium-sized roughly dressed stones. Some of
these stones remain standing, reaching a height of 1m. The road was mostly founded
on bedrock, and in several places on a layer of soil. In places characterized by elevated
bedrock, the bedrock was flattened and then included into the construction of the road-
way. The roadbed consisted of small fieldstones that were joined together with plaster,
upon which the paving stones were laid. These were roughly dressed, medium and large
fieldstones with soil and mortar in the gaps. The paving stones exhibit a high level of
preservation at various locations along the road (Batz, 2002, p.57; Finkelstein and Leder-
man, 1997, p.146).

The author surveyed this khirbet over four working days in February 2011 as part of a
research project focusing on tomb robbery in western Ramallah governorate. The results
of this particular survey indicated the presence of the following features: a segment of
an ancient paved road was traced for 2.3km but extending east-west measuring between
4m to 4.8m and bounded by low walls Tm in thickness; remains of ancient walls along
both sides of the above-mentioned road and nearby parcels of agricultural land, all of
which are built of stones of varying sizes and mud and stand in height up to 1.4m above
the present-day ground level; a total seven vandalized and looted subterranean rock-cut
burial chambers of loculi and arcosolia types (arched, shelf-like niches hewn along the
chamber walls) and all of them were left either partially or entirely visible by the an-
tiquities looters (Fig. 2); a large number of agricultural terraces built of different-sized,
undressed stones in irregular courses up to 0.9m in height, some of these terraces in-
clude worked and well-cut stones indicating that the required stones for constructing
these terraces were collected from the area surrounding the terraced land parcels; four
natural and man-made caves of various shapes and sizes, one of which is known as the
“Karaja"” cave; eight abandoned cisterns of various sizes and shapes, but all with round
shaft openings and internal faces coated with reasonably thick coats of typical hydraulic
plaster; Five different-sized winepresses hewn into the bedrock each had a treating-vat
and a juice-collecting vat, but none had mosaic floor pavement; a large number of cup-
marks of different shapes hewn into the bedrock; several stone quarries; a number of
well-cut and dressed rock facades that may indicate the presence of subterranean burial
chambers; and, traces of a limekiln.

In April 2021, personnel from the Palestinian Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities con-
ducted a salvage excavation at a Roman-Byzantine tomb (Fig. 3) that had fallen victim
to looting. Situated about 300m to the west of Kh. Najmat el-Houdali, around 380m
southeast of Kh. Huriya, and approximately 500m northeast of Kh. Fa'ush, this tomb
comprised a solitary subterranean rock-cut chamber, measuring an average of 3.3m x
4.4m x 2.2m in height.




Figure 2: A looted subterranean tomb in Kh. Najmat el-Houdali, looking
south (Photo by S. Al-Houdalieh).

Figure 2: A looted subterranean tomb in Kh. Najmat el-Houdali, looking
south (Photo by S. Al-Houdalieh).

The chamber contained seven tunnel-like loculi that were cut perpendicular to the tomb’s
walls. These loculi shared a similar shape but varied in measurements, ranging from 1.9
to 2.2m in length, 0.7 to 0.85m in width, and 0.8 to 0.9m in height. Externally, these
loculi were surrounded by three intricately carved, recessed frames, each approximately
0.15m wide and 0.13m deep. Amid the debris on the chamber floor, five intact stone
slabs were discovered. These slabs were of the same size as the recessed frames of five
loculi, suggesting that these loculi were originally sealed with stone slabs.



The staircase leading to the tomb was carved into the natural limestone bedrock. It com-
prised four roughly cut steps along with a landing. The entrance, positioned at the cen-
ter of the northern facade, measured 1.1m in height and 0.85m in width. The tomb’s
door, still in an upright position, was crafted from a massive stone slab measuring 1.8m
x 0.85m x 0.15m in thickness. This door was affixed to the right side of the entrance. The
threshold stood 0.4m above the chamber floor. Within the entrance, a step was carved
into the bedrock, leading to the roughly hewn bedrock floor of the chamber. Over the
course of a one-week excavation, only a limited number of pottery sherds, primarily
lamps, were recovered. Additionally, a considerable amount of poorly fragmented hu-
man skeletal remains was collected.

In July-August 2023, while the heavy machines were identifying the boundaries of the
newly confiscated area from Saffa land with the goal of constructing an industrial zone,
the Israeli Staff Officers for Archaeology conducted an excavation at several distinct ar-
eas, resulting in the discovery of many significant features such as: a section of the Ro-
man road, which was recently partially destroyed by the bulldozers (Fig. 4); a subterra-
nean rock-cut burial chamber; remains of several different residential and agricultural
buildings (Fig. 5), and a kiln hewn into the bedrock, outlined by a thick wall and its
internal face was coated with thick layers of traditional plaster (Fig. 6); and, natural and
man-made cavities hewn into the bedrock.

Figure 4: A section of the Roman road at Kh. Najmat el-Hou-
dali, looking west ((Photo by S. Al-Houdalieh).




Figure 5: Remains of residential buildings at Kh. Najmat el-Houdali,
looking north (Photo by S. Al-Houdalieh).

Figure 6: A kiln hewn into the bedrock at Kh. Najmat el-Houdali, looking
west (Photo by S. Al-Houdalieh).



Legal context

The Hague Regulations (1907) and the Fourth Geneva Convention (1949) prohibit the de-
struction, pillage, and loot of cultural heritage property during armed conflict. In 1957,
Israel ratified the 1954 UNESCO Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the
Event of Armed Conflict. In 1999, Israel ratified the 1972 World Heritage Convention but
not the 1970 UNESCO Convention on the Prevention of lllicit Import, Export, and Trans-
fer of Cultural Property, which protects cultural heritage in war and peace. This inter-
national legal framework is supported by international human rights legislation, which
recognizes cultural rights as crucial for a people’s development and survival.

Article 22 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that everyone has the
right to social and cultural rights essential for their dignity and personal growth. It is sup-
ported by Article 1(1) of the ICCPR and ICESCR, which states that “[a]ll peoples have the
right [to] freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development”. The key point
is that a people’s identity is tied to their ability to develop their cultural legacy, which
includes participating in cultural life and preserving, developing, and spreading science
and culture (UNISCO 1972; cited in Guillaume 2022, p.6-8).

As Occupying Power since 1967, Israel has governed all Palestinian Territories (including
East Jerusalem) in accordance with international law, human rights law, customary inter-
national law, and relevant treaties, including the Hague Regulations (1907), the Fourth
Geneva Convention (1949), and international human rights law. However, throughout
this time, Israel has employed a policy of cultural erasure, the military targeting of cultur-
al property, and the appropriation of cultural heritage in order to entrench its colonial
domination. Such strategies, approaches, and practices have contributed to illegal Israeli
archaeological excavations and surveys, illicit trafficking in antiquities, and destruction
of archaeological and historic site and feature. Meanwhile, archeological sites in the
West Bank are increasingly under threat from Israel’s annexationist policies. The con-
struction of the apartheid wall, outpost and settlement development, industrial zones,
and bypass routes have all irreparably harmed Palestinian cultural heritage to a large
extent, while effectively closing off many archeological sites in the West Bank to further
illegal de facto annexation (cited in Guillaume 2022, p.6-8).

The archaeological fieldwork carried out by the Staff Officers for Archaeology at Kh.
Najmat el-Houdali and its surrounding areas throughout the 1980s, 1998 (Finkelstein
and Lederman 1997; Batz 2002), and 2023; The partial destruction of this archaeological
site, specifically a significant portion of the road that historically linked the coastal plain
with Jerusalem during the Roman-Byzantine era and constitutes the most well-preserved
segment of this ancient road; the curtailment of the regular on-site protest activities
planned and anticipated by the residents of Saffa and neighboring Palestinian villages;
as well as the appropriation of land parcels in this specific region, flagrantly contravene
universally acknowledged human rights and humanitarian standards and norms. There-
fore, we urged the United Nations and local, regional as well as global cultural heritage
organizations and commissions to fulfill their obligations in this matter; to recognize
Israel’s illegal destruction of Palestinian cultural heritage, particularly in Saffa, as a key
component that allows Israel to advance its colonial project in Palestine and entrench its
apartheid regime over the Palestinian people and their lands by erasing their cultural
identity; and, to share the Palestinians in protecting, preserving, and developing their
cultural heritage resources.



Conclusion

Despite the formal ratification of the 1954 UNESCO Convention for the Protection of Cul-
tural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict and the 1972 World Heritage Convention
by the state of Israel, its adherence to the outlined stipulations within both conventions
remains lacking. Israel’s role as a prominent political and military entity is characterized
by a stance of dominance and exclusivity, particularly towards the Palestinian populace
and broader communities in the region. The expropriation of the area from Saffa village,
encompassing an archaeological site distinguished by its historically significant architec-
tural elements, stands as more than an isolated occurrence.

It is my assertion that the recurrence of such incidents is likely unless a proactive and
strategic collaboration emerges between local Palestinian institutions and international
bodies dedicated to the preservation of cultural heritage.

This imperative collaboration must transcend the boundaries of mere discourse and trans-
late into concrete actions. Moreover, it necessitates a concerted effort to raise awareness
within the Palestinian population about the profound significance and inherent value
of cultural heritage. By elevating cultural heritage to the status of a paramount concern
for the Palestinian community, we can aspire to safeguard not only our collective past
but also our future. This vision demands the convergence of knowledge, advocacy, and
resolute action to ensure the endurance and prosperity of Palestine’s cultural legacy.
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Abstract

This study aims to understand the relationship between Facebook users’ personalities and their usage pat-
terns, with a focus on extraversion traits. Despite the growing body of research on this topic, there remains
a scarcity of comprehensive literature reviews This research attempts to synthesize literature through a
review where 45 studies linked extraversion personality traits to Facebook. Researchers discussed Extra-
version and Facebook using various studies between 2015 and 2021 identified with the ELSIEVER engine.

The findings of this study spotlight extraversion personality in a marketing and business context, offer-
ing insights into potential applications and implications. A conceptual model is proposed to elucidate the
role of extraversion in various functional areas of business, including marketing, sales enhancement, pro-
motion, and customer engagement. Moreover, this study offers theoretical and practical implications for
practitioners and researchers alike, while also providing suggestions for future research and noticed gaps.

Keywords: Personality traits, Extraversion, Big Five model, Social media, Facebook.
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Introduction

Many studies indicate that the influence of social media on marketing, especially in digi-
tal marketing, has created a significant positive revolution. The revolution has been driv-
en by getting online users to trust, recommend, and freely give feedback and ratings to
their network of social connections, in essence crafting a more cost-effective marketing
that advertisers are embracing. As of the second quarter of 2020, Clement (2020) tells us
that Facebook is number one with more than 2.7 billion monthly active users in Statista
(2020). According to a P.R. Newswire report (2019), more than $55 billion (U.S.) in adver-
tising costs were spent using the Facebook platform last year. Given the substantial in-
vestment companies make in Facebook advertising, they must understand the behaviors
of social media users. Various studies have quantitatively examined social media usage
patterns across different demographics, and some have explored the potential to predict
an individual’s personality type based on their social media activity. Despite these efforts,
and to the best of the researcher’s knowledge, regular literature reviews have been un-
dertaken focusing on the extraversion personality trait. However, there appears to be
a gap in research specifically aimed at synthesizing the literature on the relationship
between extraverted individuals and their behaviors and usage patterns on Facebook.
Facebook advertisements average price decreased by 0.06 in 2019, so a lower advertising
future costs with an average cost per click for every advertisement is $1.72 (Spoutsocial,
2020). This indicates that marketers must consider using social media for awareness and
brand advocacy in their strategies (Spoutsocial, 2020). Extraverts practice social media
to create social connections; they yearn for social relations (Blackwell et al., 2017). This
review highlights the connections between Facebook usage and the extraversion person-
ality trait while reporting the most significant trends observed. Further, the researchers
present a conceptual framework for benefitting businesses and marketers. It emphasizes
a method that identifies the personality types of Facebook users so that companies can
apply it to their marketing strategies and in their academic work.

Extraversion personality

Humans have a natural inclination to wonder about the behavior of others, the charac-
teristics people have, and the kind of person they are; a person’s personality influences
their behavior (Sauer, 2018; Buettner, 2016.). Jung (2014), developed one personality
type, which he called ‘extraversion,’ in 1912. Eysenck was a giant in personality psychol-
ogy in the 20th century. He took an experimental approach to studying the differences
between people. He was among the first handful of researchers to map out the largely
overlooked dimensions of personality when he did so in 1944, following Raymond Cat-
tell’s discovery in 1943. “Extraversion” refers to consistently displaying high levels of
sociability, talkativeness, confidence, and assertiveness across various situations and over
time (Goldberg, 1993). Davydenko et al. (2020) measure the positive social feedback that
results from extraversion traits such as friendliness, niceness, sociability, and likeability.
Goldberg (1993) stated that “extraverts experience greater positive affect when behav-
ing in extraverted ways.” They measured it through verbal behavior as “agreement,
compliments, laughing” and nonverbal as “smiling, eye contact, physical proximity.”
Neumann (2020) revealed an association between personality trait type and amygdala
activation. Ku et al. (2020) recommended that extroverts recognize positive formation in
words during vocabulary feature recapture.



Depue and Collins (1999) characterized extraverts as possessing qualities such as cheerful-
ness, optimism, enthusiasm, gregariousness, sociability, ambition, energy, talkativeness,
assertiveness, adventurousness, and a tendency towards sensation seeking. Extraverts
have a heightened need for self-presentation, another point that Buettner (2016) em-
phasized. Komolo et al. (2020) found that students with a high degree of extraversion
tend to be exceptionally well-adjusted socially and exhibit social solid orientation.

Extraversion measurement models evolution

The OCEAN model or “Big Five” is a comprehensive framework for classifying personality
traits that emerge from analyses of how individuals describe themselves and others us-
ing natural language. This model traces its origins to the lexical hypothesis, which posits
that the most important personality traits are embedded in our language (Allport, 1937).
John and Srivastava (1999) revisited Cattell’s work from 1943, which identified twelve
Personality Factors he incorporated into his Sixteen Personality Factors. Subsequent re-
searchers further explored the dimensional structure of the trait ratings, contributing to
identifying and understanding the Big Five dimensions. In 1949, Fiske was One of these
researchers. In their study of 1961, Tupes and Christal reevaluated correlation matrices
and identified “five relatively strong and recurrent factors and nothing more of any
consequence.” John and Srivastava (1999) noted that this five-factor structure had been
replicated in subsequent research, including studies by Norman (1963), Borgatta (1964),
and Digman and Takemoto-Chock (1981), all of which were based on lists derived from
Cattell’s 35 variables. They explained that Norman (1963) initially named these factors as
follows: First, “Extraversion or Surgency,” defined as traits like “talkativeness, assertive-
ness, and energy”; second, “Agreeableness,” observed as “being good-natured, cooper-
ative, and trustful”; third, “Conscientiousness,” labeled by “being orderly, responsible,
and dependable”; fourth, “Emotional Stability versus Neuroticism,” characterized by
“being calm, not neurotic, and not easily upset”; and fifth, “Culture,” defined as “being
intellectual, polished, and independent-min. Referring to these dimensions as the “Big
Five.” Over time, further research and development have led to the creation of addition-
al instruments designed to assess these big five personality traits. Goldberg (1990-1992)
used Trait Descriptive Adjectives (TDA) to identify personality traits. Furthermore, Wig-
gins created another adjectival instrument, which inspired John, Donahue, and Kentle
to create the Big Five Inventory (BFI) in 1991, which includes 44 items. Costa and McCrae
developed the NEO Personality Inventory, which measures neuroticism, extraversion, and
openness. In 1992, the NEO Personality Inventory-Revised (NEO PI-R) was expanded to
include 240 items. They then produced the NEO-FFI, a more concise 60-item measure.
According to John and Srivastava (1999), the Big Five traits were eventually abbreviated
as OCEAN, which stands for Extraversion (Energy, Enthusiasm), Agreeableness (Altruism,
Affection), Conscientiousness (Control, Constraint), Neuroticism (Negative Affectivity,
Nervousness), and Openness (Originality, Open-mindedness).

Extraversion and Facebook

Shen et al. (2015) discovered that extroverts use Facebook to generate opinions about
others based on their activity and behavior on the network. These opinions are formed
by; first, reviewing profiles for demographics, personal interests, and friend groups; sec-
ond, by evaluating the content, such as photos, and status updates; and third, by inter-
acting with friends, including likes, and comments.



The study discovered a significant relationship between these types of usage, behaviors,
and users’ personalities, meaning that Facebook is a helpful source of data for personali-
ty identification, particularly for traits such as Extraversion, where profile-centered anal-
ysis is particularly effective (Gosling, Gaddis, and Vazire, 2007). Hatzithomas et al. (2017)
referred to the Big Five as the Five-Factor Model of Personality (FFM), stating that it is a
helpful model for investigating the relationships between personality types and online
behavior. Extroversion positively correlates with the frequency and intensity of Facebook
use (Vlachopoulou and Boutsouki, 2014). Based on these findings and others examined
it's evident that there’s a rising interest in understanding how specific personality traits,
such as extraversion, influence Facebook participation. This review seeks to define and
clarify the study linkages between extraversion personality type and Facebook usage
trends.

Methods

Research searching procedure and selection criteria

This review emphasizes the relationship between the extraversion personality type and
behavior and usage patterns on Facebook. Studies that did not produce results relating
to extraversion and Facebook were omitted from consideration. This selection criterion
highlighted Facebook>s use as a marketing instrument. In addition, because of the scope of
this review, meta-analysis publications and theoretical papers were removed. By focusing
on the objectives and outcomes of relevant studies, this review aims to offer insights that
will help researchers and marketing managers understand the global consequences of
Facebook usage regarding extraverted personalities.

This literature review contains studies that employ quantitative research methodologies
to discover the connection between Facebook usage and the extraversion personality
type. The inclusion criteria were broad, covering research utilizing the five-factor or any
other recognized model to examine the dynamics between social media use—specifically
Facebook—and extraversion. Critical considerations for selection included studies that
utilize established scales for measuring traits related to extraversion, research published
from 2015 to 2020, and studies that have been peer-reviewed and published in ELSEVIER
journals.

Search strategy and information sources

The researchers conducted a thorough examination of the ELSEVIER databases, focusing
on the period from 2015 to 2020, yet also including articles that surfaced in 2021 within
the search engine. The search strategy was designed to identify research articles that in-
tersect the domains of personality—or more specifically, extraversion as conceptualized
by the five-factor model—and Facebook usage. This was achieved by initially search-
ing for the terms within article titles and subsequently within abstracts. The key search
phrase employed was: [Extraverts and Facebook].




Study selection

The researchers led a comprehensive search of the ELSEVIER database. The research re-
sulted in a selection of 225 research articles for potential review. Figure 2 illustrates the
distribution of these articles by year, as identified in the search results. Given that the
search was confined to a single database, the issue of duplicate entries was logically
avoided. Then, the researchers reviewed the abstracts and titles of these articles to filter
out studies that did not directly investigate personality—OR specifically, extraversion—
and its influence on behavior within Facebook OR social media, the internet, online com-
munication, or digital communication. Applying this selection criterion, the field was
narrowed to 109 papers for a more in-depth review. The subsequent phase involved a de-
tailed reading of these articles to pinpoint those that specifically correlated extraversion
with Facebook usage or behavior. During this process, the researchers excluded articles
focused on meta-analyses, theoretical frameworks, or platforms other than Facebook.
This process yielded 45 relevant articles and thus was included in this research review.
Figure 1 provides a flowchart to show a detailed visual representation of this selection
process.
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The researcher retained the relevant papers that examine how an extraverted person-
ality influences Facebook behavior and vice versa. Research lacking an emphasis on ex-
traversion was excluded from further consideration. Additionally, any findings or results
that did not explicitly link extraversion with Facebook usage were omitted from the
review process.

Analysis

A multi-stage analysis process was executed during the study. The researcher started
by listing essential information from each article, including the title, authors, year of
publication, sample sizes, characteristics of participants, the measurement tools used,
behaviors of extraverts on Facebook, and primary findings related to other personality
types, as well as the statistical methods applied. This data was organized into a table for
internal use. After thoroughly reading each article, the researchers compiled a second ta-
ble. This table documented the relevant findings from the 45 articles, incorporating the
researchers’ observations and comments. This systematic review adhered to Creswell’s
(2003) methodological steps, aiming to synthesize existing knowledge on the chosen
topic and to clarify and discuss these findings comprehensively. Moreover, this research
introduces and elaborates on a model designed to help marketing managers rest the
foundation for future investigations.

Results

Features of the study

The examination of Facebook as a research platform exposed a variety of study objec-
tives. Ranging from predicting persuasive outcomes and detecting privacy violations to
understanding Facebook addiction (n = 5), the perceived value of information, and the
impact of users’ personalities on operational and financial performance. Other studies
included exploring users individual differences, comparing their profiles, investigating
motives behind Facebook avoidance, examining continuance intentions towards Face-
book built on gender, predicting personality through profile choices (n = 2), assessing



the impact of subjective well-being on Facebook use, exploring uncivil commenting, and
studying the Dark Triad traits’ influence on Facebook behavior. Moreover, the research
investigated online trolling behaviors, personality and social influence processes in ad-
olescents’ problematic Facebook usage (n = 2), the application of relational cohesion
and personality theories to online relationships, Facebook usage patterns (n=3), the in-
fluence of personality traits on Facebook attitudes, posting status updates on Facebook
(n = 3), personality traits & Facebook attitude toward & computer-mediated commu-
nication (CMCQ)(skill, knowledge & motivation), the correlation between Facebook use
and students’ academic performance, and the effects of unexpected events on disclosure
intentions, among others.

Between these varied research objectives, the most studied variables were Facebook
addiction, status updates, and usage patterns, offering valuable insights for future re-
search. However, it is important to note that these studies were not extensively applied
in marketing management or business contexts. Most research employed questionnaires
and online surveys, with one exceptional study conducting both self-report question-
naires and an online Facebook study, another utilizing an on-site visual evaluation of
Facebook profile pictures, three studies implementing application-based questionnaires
on Facebook, and one study combining interviews with questionnaires to gather data on
Facebook usage patterns.

Previous research respondents were from various cultural backgrounds, including the
USA, Emirates, Taiwan, Poland, Turkey, and Ukraine. Most studies predominantly uti-
lized the Big Five personality model, referencing seminal works by Costa and McCrae
(1992), Goldberg (1990, 1992, 1999, 2006), and John and Srivastava (1999), among oth-
ers. Most studies employed a range of measurement tools, including the International
Personality Item of Big five Factor Markers (Goldberg, 1992), and the rest depended on
John, Donahue, and Kentle (1991), and another versions of big five model as for Don-
nellan, Oswald, Baird and Lucas (2006), Ashton (2013), (Goldberg, 1999). Also, previous
studies adopted the Polish version of Atroszko (2015) of Ten Item Personality Inventory
(TIPI) (Gosling, Rentfrow, and Swann, 2003), John et al. (1991), the Hebrew version (5a)
(Etzion & Laski, 1998), based on a scale developed by John and colleges (BFI; John, Do-
nahue, and Kentle, 1991).

Additionally, different versions were adopted by different researchers as the version that
was proposed by Rammstedt and John (BFI-21; 2005), MyPersonality Facebook applica-
tion (Kosinski, Matz, Gosling, Popov, and Stillwell, 2015), “International Personality Item
Pool (IPIP-NEO; Goldberg et al., 2006), which is a publicly available, validated measure
of all the Big Five factors (Johnson, 2005)"”. Moreover, other versions of the Big Five In-
ventory (BFI) (Sumer, Lajunen, and Ozkan, 2005), Lai‘s Personality Test (Teng et al., 2011),
(Benet-Martinez and John, 1998, John et al., 2008), (Gosling et al., 2003), (Gosling, Rent-
frow, and Swann, 2003),( John, Donahue, and Kentle, 1991), Italian version of the Big
Five Questionnaire (Caprara et al., 1993, Caprara et al., 1994), Caplan (2010), Ten Item
Personality Measure (Gosling et al., 2003), Corr-Cooper Reinforcement Sensitivity Per-
sonality Questionnaire (RST-PQ) (Corr and Cooper, 2016), (Panayiotou et al., 2004), BFI
(John, Donahue, and Kentle, 1991), Ten-Iltem Personality Inventory (TIPI; Gosling, Rent-
frow, and Swann, 2003), Berkeley Personality Profile (Harary and Donahue, 1994), the
PAN-AP-2015 corpus and myPersonality to collect data sets of personality to suit different
cultural contexts and research objectives, including translations and modifications of the
original scales.



These methodologies, based on the foundational work of Paul Costa and Robert Mc-
Crae, who developed the NEO Personality Inventory and later validated the Big Five
model across different populations, aimed to ensure the accurate and culturally sensitive
assessment of personality traits according to the OCEAN (Openness, Conscientiousness,
Extraversion, Agreeableness, Neuroticism) framework. The effectiveness of the Big Five
personality model depends on its appropriate application to the research objective. Ad-
aptations may be necessary to encompass additional personality dimensions and account
for geographic and gender differences. However, questions regarding the reliability of
self-reported data remain unanswered: Will participants accurately self-identify their
personality traits on questionnaires? Are personality traits consistent over time, or do in-
dividuals alter their responses to align with admired traits? These concerns raise essential
considerations about the methodologies employed in the reviewed research.

Findings

The researchers categorized the findings from the reviewed studies into six main catego-
ries of usage and behavior, as follows:

Extraverts and business

Extraversion can affect purchase and engagement intentions, as indicated by Winter et
al. (2020). Wang and Chen (2020) stated that CEO extraversion increases cost efficiency
and profitability. These studies were conducted between 2015 and 2020 and, more
importantly, offer insights into the role of extraverts in business contexts. Notably, the
first study did not rely on experimental methods or social media interactions but used
guestionnairesto gauge purchasingintentions. The second study offered valuable insights;
however, its results were limited by the small sample size. As a result, the generalizability
of the findings is uncertain. Furthermore, Winter, Maslowska, and Vos (2020) research
established a positive relationship between extraversion and vulnerability to scarcity,
consensus, and authority influences.

Extraverts and violation conduct

According to Van der Schyff et al. (2020) Extraverts are «vulnerable to privacy violations».
Conversely, according to Koohikamali et al. (2017), extraverts exhibit a positive concern
for the privacy of others, they do not interrupt someone elsess privacy. Koban et al. (2018)
found that extraversion does not influence the likelihood of making offensive comments.
In contrast, Hong and Cheng (2018) indicated, «Social extraversion is a significant
predictive variable for four kinds of online trolling: malicious trolling, obstruction
trolling, evocative trolling, and pathological trolling». Wallace et al. (2017) discovered
that extraverts are less prone to experiencing envy on Facebook. Additionally, while
lower extraversion levels are linked to an increased likelihood of Problematic Facebook
Use (PFU) as per Marino et al. (2016). Less extraverted individuals might turn to Facebook
to compensate for their social skills deficit. Marino et al. (2016) also observed a direct
association between higher extraversion levels and PFU. Gerson et al. (2016) explained
this by noting that highly extraverted individuals use social networking sites (SNS) for
social enhancement, whereas those with lower extraversion scores use them for social
compensation.



Furthermore, Extraversion is related to optimism, self-esteem, and well-being (Kokkinos
et al., 2016). Moreover they showed that extraverts have no correlation with antisocial
behavior on Facebook. However, Vander Molen et al. (2018) identified a positive rela-
tionship between extraversion and the dark triad trait of Machiavellianism. It's important
to consider that while personality traits like extraversion can influence behaviors such as
trolling, antisocial actions, or problematic Facebook usage, other factors like gender and
individual psychiatric conditions, which were not addressed by the researchers, can also
play a significant role in such behaviors.

Extraverts and socialization

Rajesh and Rangaiah (2020) and Lénnqvist and Itkonen (2016) highlight that Extraverted
individuals treat Facebook as a place for conducting social activities, communicating,
and having more friends. These individuals not only amass a large number of friends on
the platform but also exhibit high levels of interaction through frequent messaging and
posting, primarily focusing on their real-world friends. Tsai et al. (2017) further elabo-
rate that extraverts interact less with non-known individuals through Facebook, so they
socialize well. Extraversion and having numerous online friends are linked to good mea-
sures of well-being such as “self-esteem, happiness, and life satisfaction” (Hébert-Ratté
& Poulin, 2019).These individuals actively use social media platforms for communication.

Furthermore, their extensive and active friend networks facilitate numerous social ex-
changes, fostering the creation of social relationships and groups. Extraverts may have a
wide range and high volume of friends, so they intend to have many exchanges, forming
social relations and groups, and consequently, they build strong online relations (Huang
et al., 2018), BodroZa and Jovanovic¢ (2016).

Extraversion is linked to information value and influences Facebook usage intensity (Gvili
et al., 2020). Open extraverted people will behave more by “liking” things, listing events,
and collecting and sharing more information and statuses (Saef et al., 2018). They in-
clude communicative, flourishing social language (Saef et al., 2018). Lee et al. (2016)
discovered that Extraversion predicts virtual endorsement on Facebook via the like but-
ton and the duration of Facebook usage. Extraverts are anticipated to post both positive
and negative status updates on Facebook (Dupuis et al., 2017). Individuals with lower
extraversion scores are “more likely to change their Facebook profile image” (Whitty et
al., 2018). Cho (2017) found that extraverts, agreeable, and open people are more likely
to report their unfavorable negative emotions.

In contrast, Extraversion and social anxiety emerged as insignificant predictors of the
number of status updates posted by participants, the number of likes received per status
update, and the number of individual commenters. Whereas extraversion significantly
predicted more positive valence, as GroBBe Deters et al. (2016) claimed, this result is a con-
sequence of the study’s small effect size and lack of power. From the opposite direction,
individual comments on sociability can judge extraverted traits, such as how outgoing
and active an individual is, as Darbyshire et al. (2016) revealed. Extroverts have a sig-
nificantly more significant number of Facebook friends than introverts. Extroverts also
engage in more Facebook social activities, such as sharing images, longer videos, and
status updates (Shen et al., 2015). They receive the same number of likes as introverts do
(Shen et al., 2015). Extraversion was found to be adversely linked with fear of rejection
(Burtaverde et al., 2019). Some research has sample size issues.



These researchers can not generalize results because of the participants’ nationality and
the small size of the samples. It should also be related to other social and cultural values,
norms, and attitudes toward socialization since these factors can impact socialization ac-
tivities. These research articles add significantly to the field by providing valuable results
that link extraversion personality type to Facebook usage and behavior.

Extraverts presentation

Cemalcilar et al. (2018) rated extraverts as more attractive at an increasing rate. Kokkinos
et al. (2016) indicated that extraverted people are likelier to engage in online self-pre-
sentation. Being a social extravert on Facebook does affect academic performance be-
cause they keep generating and having up-to-date information, as Nagshbandi et al.
(2017) indicated. They discovered that extraverted persons engage in more activities on
Facebook. And Facebook use partially mitigates the extraversion’s impact on academic
achievement. Also, according to Hart et al. (2015), Low extraversion causes attachment
avoidance that predicts restrained Facebook usage. Extraverts have a beneficial impact
on the perceived utility of Facebook (Mouakket, 2018). Furthermore, Wu et al. (2015)
found that higher extraverted users prefer more self-representative photographs than
lower extraverted users. The higher extraverted users intend to have a higher online pre-
sentation of themselves, as Wu et al. (2015) indicated.

These studies provide substantial contributions to understanding personality traits, Face-
book usage, and behavior. The demographics of Facebook users can influence research
findings. There are many differences between adults, teenagers, and older people; dif-
ferent behavior patterns also can be related to Facebook users’ profession, gender, and
income level. These factors can also influence extraverts’ self-presentation on the Face-
book platform.

Extraverts and addiction

Higher extraversion was associated with Facebook addiction (Atroszko et al., 2018),
(Kanat-Maymon et al., 2018). Btachnio et al. (2017) found a negative correlation between
internet addiction and extraversion, emotional stability, and conscientiousness. Btachnio
and Przepiorka (2016) found that extraversion is associated with reduced online addiction
ratings compared to normal internet users due to their positive outlook. Furthermore,
Grieve and Kemp (2015) linked extraversion and openness to F.B. social connectivity,
which is associated with emotional stability. Because of the high sample size, most studies
are credible and accurate, and they provide substantial information about personality
traits as well as Facebook usage and behavior. While some individuals were of certain
nationalities, there are some serious concerns concerning the generalizability of these
findings. In addition, there are flaws with self-reported data that are unjust.

Extraverts according to gender

Han et al. (2020) found a negative correlation between extraversion and «personal values,
supervision words, and special dates.» Extraverts, particularly young female extraverts
and the elderly, are frequent Facebook users (Vaid, S. S., and Harari, G. M., 2020). Only
extraversion personality has a major impact on menss satisfaction (Mouakket, 2018).
Females have a strong extraversion personality and regard themselves as beneficial
(Mouakket, 2018).



Well-being parameters (feeling joyful) have a statistically significant effect on SNS usage
only in highly extraverted persons. There are also significant disparities between users’
ages and whether they are strongly or somewhat extraverted (Munzel et al., 2018). Ex-
traverted people that are open to new experiences have a good perspective of Facebook
(Chua and Chua, 2017).

Sorokowska et al. (2016) revealed clearly that women engage more in selfies posting
behavior than men do and that extraversion and social exhibitionism can forecast the
selfies quantity from all types (alone or with others) displayed and posted by women and
men on different social media platforms. These findings underscore the link between
extravert personality and gender, which is strongly associated with Facebook usage. It
would be better if these researches relate gender to geographical location, religion, and
cultural norms and values to better indicate Facebook usage and behavior over Facebook
platforms.

Discussion

Major implications of the findings

This study aimed to examine the primary findings that directly relate extraverts to Face-
book and vice versa, where diverse cultures were investigated, as well as different de-
mographics such as teenagers, adults, and older people, from various colleges, organiza-
tions, and CEOs who use Facebook. According to the ample size, which is an important
issue to consider when comparing studies, the smallest sample size was 50 for two stud-
ies, despite the recommendation to have 384 participants to achieve reliable representa-
tion of populations of 100,000 or more with 95% confidence as provided by (Krejcie and
Morgan, 1970).

Extraverts who use Facebook appear to be socially active. They achieve great academic
success because they are extremely engaged with others, have up-to-date information
due to their active personalities and relationships, and have a strong purchase intention.
Extravert CEOs have a good relationship with cost competence. This relationship is due
to their chatty nature. They can create large and diverse social networks that allow them
to contact different people and resources through public relations at the lowest possible
cost, with the least amount of time and effort. So they understand how to communi-
cate and conduct appropriate communications. Extraverts use the internet and Facebook
platforms for social connection in order to establish a favorable online self-image and
increase their social appeal.

They have numerous real-life and Facebook friends; they do not break any rules since
they are more concerned with enjoyment, entertainment, communication, and the de-
velopment of good relationships. So they do not engage in any infractions or social envy
on Facebook; instead, they are engaged and willing to click “like” to enjoy these behav-
ioral forms; this is evident from later revised research. High extraverts use Facebook reg-
ularly and have no history of Facebook addiction since they are happy, busy, have a solid
social life, do not lack social skills, and exhibit the same offline behavior patterns as seen
in most research studies. They have a good outlook on Facebook and its use (Dupuis, M.,
Khadeer, S., & Huang, J. (2017). They do not violate privacy, do not like doing so, seek to
respect others’ privacy, and are driven by social connectivity.



They enjoy beautifully presenting themselves, utilizing nice pictures with some gen-
der-based variances, which is understandable given that females prefer to provide selfies
with their spouses more than guys. They express their feelings, regardless of whether
they are favorable or unpleasant.Wallace et al. (2017) found that certain extraverts have
engaged in trolling behavior at least once. Low extraverts exhibit problematic conduct
(Marino, 2016), which could be attributed to certain people’s online addiction, which
manifests itself through Facebook if they lack emotional stability. The non-significant
results in GroBe Deters et al. (2016) were due to the small size effect, as previously men-
tioned. In addition, some researchers are afraid to reveal non-significant results if they
exist.

These findings have a wide range of consequences for marketing and public relations
managers, firms, and scholars. Marketing is based on connecting with and reaching the
target market in order to maximize value from the Facebook platform, which has a large
global user base and a low communication cost. Extraverts may develop stronger rela-
tionships with other extraverts who share their inclinations. As a result, if one of them is
drawn to a video, an advertisement, or any other marketing offer or program, others on
the same buddy list or followers will be drawn to it as well, and most likely in a similar
way.

Thus, if each Facebook user profile includes a personality feature identifier, marketers
will gain greatly from demographic and psychographic segmentation. This feature may
prompt Facebook platform administrators to include a personality test for Facebook us-
ers (not self-reported; the results could be biased or phony personalities) to identify their
personality on their Facebook profile. This personality test might be a questionnaire
based on the big five components “OCEAN" that the user’s friends fill out, or it could be
an application that uses the user’s interests and behaviors, or digital footprints, to over-
come self-administered report biases.

Furthermore, marketers can adapt personalized adverts to extroverts by combining digi-
tal-trace data acquired on the web with a specific design based on marketing objectives.
These objectives are to stimulate the extraverts’ purchase behavior, enhance their inten-
tion to buy, motivate them to provide positive word of mouth to their friends and build
brand awareness and customer engagement. This suggests that micro-targeting utilizes
content that is more persuasive because it is tailored to specific personality traits.

Limitations and future research

Marketers require research that identifies the product categories that different person-
alities favor, as well as the characteristics and benefits that advertisements may present.
Customizing marketing offers based on personality or extravert Facebook users to send
marketing messages that are more persuasive and appealing has not been thoroughly
researched. Will his personality remain steady over time and with serious life experience?
This emphasizes the importance of conducting a longterm study on this research issue,
particularly for extraverts and Facebook usage and behavior, or for analyzing all five
main qualities in relation to Facebook platform use. Is customizing things based on foot-
prints legal or ethical in terms of user privacy? Is it acceptable to identify people based
on their personalities? Is this an example of discrimination? The dispute about how well
built personality traits identification would mirror reality and personality changes over
time must be resolved by additional synthesised material and a unique review study.



Conclusion

This review looked at Facebook usage and behavior related to extraverted personality
traits. Extravert customers are more engaged with service providers. They have an impact
on consumer involvement. Because they can provide useful and hedonic value, leading
to consumer engagement and influencing the customer-brand connection, as Itani et al.
(2020) and Goddard (2020) demonstrated in an analysis of antecedents to social media
engagement behaviors. Gebeyehu (2020) investigated “The Effect of Big Five Personality
Dimensions” and discovered that extraverts can positively impact an organization’s brand
image. Furthermore, Anastasiei and Dospinescu (2018) indicated that extraverts are ea-
ger to talk. Since they are talkative, they will provide and contribute to positive word of
mouth (Anastasiei and Dospinescu, 2018). Also, Kamalinasab (2017) in “Studying the role
of positive electrical word of mouth (EWOM) on the willingness to buy, with considering
the moderating role of consumer’s personality” revealed that extraverts can impress elec-
tronic word of mouth. Building upon the literature review and this review article, a new
model can be highlighted to be further investigated to be used by researchers to provide
a new model for marketers and professionals interested in employing extraversion per-
sonalities through the Facebook platform as indicated in figure 3. The following model
indicates the suggested model:

< Customer
d engagement
+
Extraverts /
on VA Product
Facebook \“\\ + awareness
\\\\
+
4] Positive word
of mouth

Figure 3. Study conceptual model

Marketers and scholars can reat Extraverts as a reference group, they can train Extraverts
to be salespeople to enhance sales. By using Facebook, marketers can be easily connect-
ed to a larger number of people, promote, build closer relationships with potential and
actual customers, achieve different marketing objectives like increasing customer en-
gagement, enhance product awareness and maintain positive word of mouth. Another
key issue is that marketers might target CEO extraverts in order to establish B2B relation-
ships and achieve strategic marketing goals.
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The Nasiriyah Fatwa System through the Book “The Fatwa”
by Ibn Al-Mimar Al-Baghdadi

Abstract

The beginning of the Vth / I*th century AD was a milestone in the history of the Abbasid Caliph Al-Nasir Ladin Allah, who
died in 1Tt AH (ITTo AD), and in the history of the Islamic State, where the Abbasid caliphate began wide and important
reforms in the Islamic community in general, and in the society of Baghdad and Iraq in particular, and the most important
of these reforms were: He made a comprehensive and complete change in the bullying system, which was common in large
areas of the Islamic state in general, and in Iraq in particular, he abolished the old bullying system existed in old times, and
founded a new Fatwa known as the «Bullying Nasiriyah», so that the bully anywhere in the Islamic world under the authority
of the Abbasid caliphate followed loyalty to the caliph that triumphed the religion of God personally. He allows people to join
in the bully, and he asks the princes of the parties and kings and sultans in the Islamic state to join the bully, as well. And these
princes, kings and sultans ask their people, on behalf of the Caliph, to join the bully, thus all Muslims joined the new «Bullying
Nasiriyah»; the younger and the most powerful, according to the expression of lbn al-Mwammar al-Baghdadi in his book «Al-
Fatwa», in which he ordered by the order of the Abbasid Caliph Al-Nasir to the religion of God the new system of fatwa.

Keywords: Al-Fatwa, Al-Nasser li-Din Allah, Al-Akhiya, lbn Al-Mimar Al-Baghdadi, Sharab Al-Fatwa.
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Closed Shops in the Old City of Jerusalem:
Causes, Challenges and Ways to Re-operate

Abstract

This research examines the closed shops problem in the Old City of Jerusalem. It aims to identify the reasons
behind the continuous and permanent closure of more than one third of shops in the Old City of Jerusalem. It
examines their closure, and the challenges that stand in the way of their re-operation. Then it puts forward practical
recommendations to re-operate them according to a Palestinian vision for the capital city - the political, cultural, tourist,
commercial and service center. The research uses the descriptive analytical approach and adopts the field survey tool.
The research concluded that there are many reasons behind closing shops in the Old City of Jerusalem, some of which are
political, related to the policies of the Israeli occupation, some are related to Palestinian performance, and some are
economic and social. It was found through the field survey that %29.1 of the stores in the Old City of Jerusalem are closed,
and that their re-operation requires a collective Palestinian will, based on comprehensive planning, and the orderly and
integrated implementation by the different actors in the various sectors. It was also found that it is necessary to modernize
and diversify the forms of commercial activity in order to meet the needs of the local, national and tourist consumers, and
to qualify workers in this sector according to specialization and in line with the work environment in occupied Jerusalem.

Keywords: Jerusalem, Old City, Israeli occupation, closed shops, retail trade, marketing determinants, steadfastness.
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The Impact of Income Tax Law Amendments 5/2015 on
Economic Indicators in Palestine
Abstract
This study aimed to assess the impact of the 2015 income tax law amendments on economic

indicators in  Palestine, specifically foreign investment, savings, consumption, and GDP. A quantitative
approach was used, analyzing time series data from 2011 to 2019. The nine-year period includes four years
before the amendments (2011-2014), the year of the amendments (2015), and four years after (2015-2019).
Using annual reports from the Palestinian Monetary Authority and Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, dependent
variables were identified and analyzed with SPSS. Cross-sectional data analysis was employed to study the differences in
economic indicators between two periods: 2014-2011 (before the amendments) and 2015-2019 (after the amendments).
The main findings of the study are as follows: The 2015 income tax law amendments had a statistically significant
impact on each indicator to varying degrees. The most positively affected indicator was savings, measured by bank
deposits, followed by the consumption index, measured by household spending, and the income index, measured by
GDP. The least affected was the foreign investment index. The study recommends that decision-makers periodically
evaluate the income tax law to make necessary adjustments based on Palestiness economic situation. Additionally,

it suggests increasing the number of tax brackets to enhance the equity of the Palestinian Income Tax Law.

Keywords: Amendments of Palestinian Income Tax Law No. (5) of 2015, foreign investment index, consumption index, index
numbers, savings index, income index.
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The Crime of Hacking and its Impact on the Electronic Network
under Palestinian Law

Abstract

Hacking is a modern cybercrime that has emerged with the rapid technological advancements. It involves unauthorized
access to data and confidential information through computers and networks. It is carried out by skilled individuals known
as cybercriminals. Ibs important to note that hacking itself is considered a crime, regardless of whether any criminal activity
is committed. Cybercrimes have the characteristic of being difficult to detect. Such crimes are non-violent and do not leave
any physical evidence, which is why they are referred to as «clean crimes.» They are considered non-national crimes as they
do not require any effort to move from one country or place to another. The researcher’s findings indicate that the crime of
unauthorized access requires the usens knowledge of their unauthorized entry. If the user becomes aware of the unauthorized
entry and continues to stay in the network or system, the crime occurs from the moment they become aware of the unauthorized
entry, as long as they continue to stay. However, if the user enters and later becomes aware of the unauthorized entry and exits
the system, the crime does not apply to them. The researcher also concluded that if a user has permission and authorization
to access and view information, but exceeds the granted access or stays longer than the specified duration with knowledge
of that, the crime is established. The purpose of this is to provide protection for networks and stored information systems.

Keywords: Penetration, Cybercrimes, Electronic Network.
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The Extent of Primary Stage Teachers’ Possession of Technological Skills and
their Utilization in Teaching Students from the Teachers’ Perspective

Abstract

The study aimed to find out the extent to which teachers of the lower basic stage (1-4) possess technological skills and
employ them in teaching students, and to achieve the goal of the study, the researcher used the descriptive approach and
the questionnaire tool consisting of (36) items divided into two areas was applied, and it was applied to a sample of (163)
teachers, which were randomly selected from the study population consisting of (529) teachers in the city of Tulkarem, and the
problem of the study was summarized by the question «To what extent do teachers of the basic stage (1-4) possess technological
skills? And employ it in teaching students?» , and reached the following conclusions: Teachers» possession of technological skills
and their employment in teaching students came to a high degree. There are statistically significant differences between the
averages of the responses of the sample members on the extent to which the teachers of the basic stage possess technological
skills due to the gender variable and in favor of males, as well as due to the variable of scientific qualification and in favor
of those with postgraduate studies. There are no statistically significant differences between the averages of the responses
of the sample members on the extent to which teachers of the basic stage employ technological skills due to the variable of
years of experience, and due to the interaction between the variable of academic qualification and years of experience. The
researcher recommended holding training courses for teachers on an ongoing basis to keep pace with everything new in the
field of educational technology, holding lectures and seminars on the importance of using technology in education and its

impact on the educational process, and equipping classrooms with the necessary equipment to use technology in education.

Keywords: Technology, skills, teachers, students, teaching.
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